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We deny Sonzeu’s petition for review of the denial of his applications for

asylum and withholding of removal.

" This disposition is not appropriate for publication and may not be cited to
or by the courts of this circuit except as provided by 9th Cir. R. 36-3.

“ Alberto R. Gonzales is substituted for his predecessor, John Ashcroft, as
Attorney General of the United States, pursuant to Fed. R. App. P. 43(¢)(2).

~” The panel unanimously finds this case suitable for decision without oral
argument. See Fed. R. App. P. 34(a)(2).



The Immigration Judge’s adverse credibility determination was supported by
specific and cogent reasons, that is, “such evidence as a reasonable mind might
accept as adequate to support a conclusion.” The Immigration Judge pointed to
specific inconsistencies and improbable statements in Sonzeu’s testimony that led
to his disbelief. Substantial evidence also supported the Immigration Judge’s
determination that Sonzeu’s fear was of punishment for desertion, not of

persecution on account of a protected ground.

Petition DENIED.

'Berroteran-Melendez v. INS, 955 F.2d 1251, 1256 (9th Cir. 1992).
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